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the Baptist as the models and guides of Christian monasticism.1
The monastic life is, indeed, such as Elijah or Elisha might
have led,2 and in some of the prophets there is a touch of the
Hindu fakir*
II
samaria and samahitax doctrines
In speaking of Palestinian Judaism we nearly always have
in mind the Judaism which was centred in Jerusalem". It is
necessary, however, to take into account also that interesting
aspect which found its focal point in Samaria.4 Here, where
schism had provided a refuge from the theocratic tyranny of
the Return, and among a population far more mixed than
that of Judaea, an atmosphere developed which was favourable
to foreign influences, and to newr forms of religious syncretism.5
Here, no doubt, was rich soil for speculations of a mystical,
gnostic and magical type. Such, at least, is the impression
conveyed by the stories, legendary in form, but perhaps less
devoid of historical elements than is generally believed, con-
cerning Simon, " the Father of all the Heresies," Dositheus
and Menander, all of whom are reputed to have been Samari-
tans.6 The Christian historians of the heresies regard them
as responsible for the Christian gnosis of the second century,
• which may simply mean that the heretics in question adopted
those current gnostic ideas whose potent influence a growing
Christianity could not avoid, and which were in fact carried
to insane lengths by certain Syrian and Egyptian Christians
of the second century.7 The stimulus which inspired the first
of these heresiarchs, namely Simon, must have been of pre-
Christian origin, and for this' reason is especially worthy of
attention.
So far as we can judge, the teaching of the Samaritans at
the first excluded a belief in the Resurrection, and it is for
1	CCCIV, i, 2.
2	2 Kings ii. 1-25;   iv.  25, 38 ff. ;   vi. Iff.
3	Sanday, CCCm, 6, draws attention to the manner in which the
prophet Ezekiel is said likewise to have lain prostrate upon his couch for
some 190 (or possibly 390) days, " bearing the iniquity of the house of
Israel" (Ezek. iv. 4-8).
4	CCLXXVIII, ii, 409.
5	CCLXVI, i, 151;  J. A. Montgomery, The Samaritans, the earliest
Jewish sect, 1907.   [M. Caster, The Samaritans, Schtzeich Lectures, 1924.]
6	Duchesne, Hist, ancienne de VEglise, i,  156 ff.;   on Simon, see
CCLXXYI, i, chap. viff.
7	Alfaric, Christianisme et Gnosticisme, in Rev. Hist., CXLV, 1924.

